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Abstract 

Objective: This study presents a clinicopathologic review of cases of submandibular salivary gland 

tumours at the Department of Surgery Dr. Soetomo Hospital, Surabaya, over a period of 8 years.  

Methods: The records of all patients with clinical  diagnosis of submandibular salivary gland tumours 

at the Department of Surgery Dr. Soetomo Hospital, Surabaya, over a period of 8 years (January 2005 

to December 2012) were retrospectively reviewed. Parameters studied were; age and gender of 

patients, preoperative cytologic diagnoses, treatment, and histological diagnosis. 

Results:  A total of 56patients with submandibular gland tumours were seen during the period. The 

number of male patients was same with female patients ( 28 cases) Mean age at presentation was 

41,47 years (age range, 2-97 years). Preoperative cytological diagnosis from 51 cases were benign in 

34 (66,5%) cases and maligant in 17 (33,5%) cases. The patients with benign clinical/ cytological 

diagnosis were performed submandibular gland excision, and the patients with malignant clinical/ 

cytological diagnosis were performed submandibular neck dissection. The histopathological 

examination results showed that there were 37 (66,07%) malignant tumours and 19 (33,93%)  benign 

ones. Pleomorphic adenoma (19 cases) was the most frequent tumours, followed by, adenoid cystic 

carcinoma (6 cases), schwannoma (3 cases), mucoepidermoid carcinoma (3 cases), and malignant 

mixed tumor (3 cases). Most benign tumors occured in patients below 40 yeas old, and most of 

malignant tumoe occured in patients over 60 years old. There was no difference the frequency of 

malignancy between male and female patients 

Conclusion: Benign submandibular salivary gland tumours were more frequent than the benign ones 

in the studied population. Pleomorphic adenoma was the most frequent  histopathological diagnoses. 
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